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[image: image1.png]ATF Press in Adelaide breaks with its publishing history to release a book which gives voice to the dying Coorong region of South Australia. The book will be launched at Adelaide Writers’ Week on February 28. 
David Cleland Paton is one of Australia’s most knowledgeable ecologists and he captures the threatened beauty of these internationally significant wetlands at the thirsty lower reaches of Murray River in At the End of the River: The Coorong and Lower Lakes, 

ATF Press’ Hilary Regan said that the book was the first of its kind for his publishing company. The book is packed with more than 200 colour photos and Regan describes it as “…a rare combination of poetry and science that sings.”
Paton traces the heart-breaking implications of over-allocation of Murray River water throughout the twentieth century. He says that while, for some Australians, the Coorong region provides an all-embracing connection to tradition and place, for most “it is simply a distant place out of sight, out of mind.” 
Paton laments Australia’s inability to provide environmental flow to the Coorong wetlands but insists that it is still not too late to make a difference provided that we act quickly. He says: “As every year passes without delivery of environmental flows then the opportunities to secure these wetlands diminish. As such, these wetlands are the barometer for how well Australia and Australians learn to live sustainably in a landscape with a harsh climate and poor soils. The future of these wetlands will tell the story.”
The book’s beauty is accentuated with personal accounts by twenty contributing writers who share a passion for the wetlands. These vignettes include a tribute written by Fiona Paton to Australian author Colin Thiele who inscribed the Coorong region on Australian consciousness with his 1963 children’s book Storm-Boy. In the book, a ten year old boy rescues three baby pelicans after their parents are killed by duck-shooters. The boy forms a strong bond with one of the pelicans which he names Mr Percival. The story turns tragically when duck-shooters become frustrated at the pelican’s insistence on warning ducks away from danger. 
Fiona Paton says that Colin Thiele’s description of the Coorong landscape and its birdlife contributed to Thiele becoming renowned as one of its greatest advocates. In an interview shortly before his death in 2006, Colin Thiele said:” For God’s sake we need to realise what a treasure we have here…Don’t damage it. Let us hand it on to our children, and our children’s children’s children, down the centuries.”
David Cleland Paton is head of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the University of Adelaide. In 2008, he became a Member of the Order of Australia for service to conservation and environment. 
Publication details: David Cleland Paton, At the End of the River: The Coorong and Lower Lakes (Adelaide: ATF Press, 2010).
For interviews or photographs:   Professor David Paton can be contacted by phone: 08 8344 8891 (home), 0407 180 921 (mobile). Email: david.paton@adelaide.edu.au. Alternatively messages can be forwarded through Fiona Dawn Hill Community and Media Consultancy. Phone: 0430 274 860. Email: fiona@fionadawnhill.com.au.
Orders and review copies: The book is available from the ATF website for $39.95 until 3 March 2010. The price will then increase to $49.95. Phone ATF Press on 0411 876 099. Email: hdregan@atf.org.au. Website: www.atfpress.com.
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